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Benjamin Stillingfleet was born in Wood Norton in 1702, one of five children of Mary Ann 
and Edward Stillingfleet.  Edward Stillingfleet was a physician who later took holy orders and 
became Rector of All Saints and St. Peters, Wood Norton, from 1698-1708.  Edward was 
buried in Wood Norton on the 6 December 1708.  Benjamin’s four sisters were Elizabeth 
(1688-1759), Margaret (1704-1707), Mary and Eleanor.  Margaret was baptised in Wood 
Norton on the 27 June 1707, but died five months later, being buried in All Saints on the 30 
November 1707.  Benjamin’s grandfather was Edward Stillingfleet (1635-1699), Bishop of 
Worcester.   

Benjamin Stillingfleet was educated at Norwich School before obtaining a B.A. at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, in 1723, but he failed to become a Fellow partly because of the 
influence of Richard Bentley, Master of the college, who considered it a shame for a man of 
Stillingfleet's range of talents to 'be buried within the walls of a college'.   Stillingfleet served 
as a tutor to earn an income and tutored his relative William Windham at Felbrigg Hall, 
whom he taught from the age of seven to twenty.  He accompanied William Windham on the 
Grand Tour, returning several years later in 1742.  Whilst in Switzerland they organised a set 
of pantomimes using other tourists as cast helpers and audience, with Stillingfleet placed in 
charge of the music and the scenery.  This group was known as the "Common Room".  
During the summers the same group would set out on scientific explorations searching for 
the undocumented glaciers of the Alps. 

Upon his return to England, Stillingfleet, now out of work, was awarded a pension of £100 
per annum for the next seven years by the Windham family.  This gratitude was not entirely 
undeserved - Windham become a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1744. based on the 
explorations that he, Stillingfleet (and others) had made of glaciers in Switzerland and his 
mathematical abilities which Stillingfleet had tutored. 

Stillingfleet was again noted for his contribution when William Hudson FRS was lauded for 
his publication of Flora Anglica in 1761, said to be the first application of Linnean principles 
to botany in England.  Stillingfleet published a Calendar of Flora in 1755, an early 
formalisation of the study of plant phenology and based on Linnaeus' promotion of the idea 
of natural calendars.  

A society was founded in the early 1750s by Elizabeth Montagu, Elizabeth Vesey and others 
as a literary discussion group primarily for women. They invited various people to attend 
including Anna Laetitia Barbauld, Caatharine Macaulay, Elizabeth Griffith, Hannah More, 
Elizabeth Ann More, Elizabeth Ann Linley, Charlotte Lennox and Stillingfleet.  One story tells 
that Stillingfleet was not rich enough to have the proper formal dress, which included black 
silk stockings, so he attended in everyday blue worsted stockings.  James Boswell records 
that during a period of poor conversation when Stillingfleet was absent that it was remarked 
that they were "nowhere without blue stockings".  The term came to refer to the informal 
quality of the gatherings and the emphasis on conversation over fashion (the word 
bluestocking today is used to mean any learned or intellectual woman).  

Stillingfleet died at his lodgings in Piccadilly in 1771 and his papers were burnt in 
accordance with his instructions.  He left his estate to his one remaining sister, Eleanor 
Sabourne, of Castle Hedingham (a widow).  Some years later a monument was erected to 
his memory at St James’s Church, Piccadilly, by his nephew. 
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